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KING ALBERT TELLS
HOW LITTLE BELGIUM
ARMY HAS FOUGHT IN
COUNTRY'S DEFENGE

In Lengthy Interview Bel-
gium’s Ruler Graphically
Describes His Country’s

Bravery and Sacrifice -

DEEPLY. TOUCHED BY
SUPERB GENEROSITY
OF AMERICAN PEOPLE

“I Believe My People Are
Courageous,” He Says,
and Some Day I Shall Ride
Into Brussels at the Head

J of a Belgian Army”

Grand nnaq;i-u-r- of the King of
the Belgianas in West Flanders, BHel-
winm, Sunday, December 20.—(Via Lon-
don, December 23, §:10 p. m.)—In the
conreil oh L of sm ancient Flem-
sk town hall from which ke is direct-
ing, under German shell fire, the re-
wistance of his war-worn little army
®locking the road to Dunkirk amnd Ca-
Iafs, King Albert pf the Helgians to-
day teld the Asnociated Presy ocor-es-
pondent of the stand hin moldiers are

making agalnmt the German invaders. |

The King's headquarters is located on
oue of Belgl mtill d his

 ymle.

. King Albert also requested the Asso-
ciated Press to convey to the people of
the United States hls deep gratitude for
thelr, efforts to feed his subjects under
German military rule.

The monarch was alone when the cor-
respondent. was admitted to the counell
chamber. He wore the simple underess
uniform of a general of artillery with-
out insignia, beyond braided shoulder
stripes, to distinguish him from a staff
officer,

Physlcally, King Albert looks hardened,
but lnes of care show In his otherwise
youthful face. In manner, he {8 decidedly
Ehry; and he apologized for his English,
which, however, was fluent.

Thelght from a smoky oil lamp barely
peénetrated the recesses of the great hall,
where from the walls empty piotnre
frames stared down,

When the King saw the eyes of the
correspondent fixed on these blank
epaces, where a few months ago invalo-
able Flemish canvases hung, he smlled
and sald he no longer expected the Ger-
mans to even be In a position to take
the frames,

Praises Courage of Troops
Modestly he praised the courage of his

soldiers.
“I belleve,” he said, “my army Ia
courageoue. My people, however, are

democratic for the same discipline that
prevalls in conscript armies. You will
see something of the bravery of my peo-
ple when tomorrow you shall have the
chance to witness the peasants working
in their fields under shell fire, con-
cerned only- for thie losses of thelr homes,
the destruction of which causes them
great grief."

When Edgar Senger, BHelglan attathe
to the American commission for the re-
lief of Belgium, entered and presented
King Albert with a report from the
commission showing that enough {food
was«in sight to feed his people until
February 12, the King turned gulckly to
the ecorrespondent, saving:

“Will you be kind enough to convey
to the American people my deep grati-
tude?”

He then wrote in English the follow-
ing message:

“The magnificent geperosity of the
American people In forwarding immense

quantities of gifts of foodstuffs to my
suffering people affords me Iintense sat-
fsfaction and touches me very deeply.
“In this, my country's hour of trial,
nothing has supported me more than

. ~ the sympathy and the superb generosity

of those who have nssisted in materially
lessening the same; and [ desire to of-
fer my deepest thanks and at the same
time convey a message of good wlll for
\he new year. ALBERT.
“King of the Belgians.,"

Facts of The Story

King Albert was anxious to have the
Amerlean people know, as he put it, the
facts of the story of how his troops, de-
moralized and disorganized by their dis-
heurtening retreat almost across the lim-
its of thelr own country, turned at bay
along the Yser and held back the Ger-
mung there at frightful cost in killed
and wounded to thelr army, and of the
almost incalculable loss suffered In the
deliberate inundation by its owners of
the most valuable agricultural part' of, the

country.
" “In one of those terrible nlne days In
the trenches along tho Yser,”” the King

(Centinoed omn Page Two)
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SEVERALDROWNED
AND THOUSANDS IN
PROPERTY LOST AS A
RESULT OF FLOODS

Southern Arizona Swept By
Serious Floods Following
Week of Continuous
Rainfall

DOZENS OF RANCH
DWELLINGS HAVE
BEEN SWEPT AWAY

$500,000 Plant Destroyed at
at Tueson—Vera Cruz
Valley Region Suffers
Especially Heavy Dam-
age to Property

Tueson, Arix., December 28.—Fioeds
resulting from a week of practically
unbroken rainfall have inflicted severe
damage on nearly the entire ares be-
tween Phoenlx and the Mexiean border.
Three persons are knowa to have loat
their lives; hondreds of head of lve
stock have been drowned; ranch honses
and elty residences have been wrecked
or washed away by t(0rrents roarimyg
through what usually are dry canyoms,
and traffic by rail, highway and wire
cither have been crippled or complete-
1y suspenided.

The most serlous damage seems to have
resulted in that part of the Banta Crusz
valley lying 30 miles south of here. The
Banta Cruz river attained a width of
more than a mile and a half today, and
the crest of the flood, after sweeping
through Amado and the surrounding farm-
ing reglon, reached Tucson tonlght sweep-
ing out bridges and houses and threaten-
Ing to work further destruction.

Dozens of ranch dwellings were de-
stroyed in the vicinity of Amado, Twq
Mexicans were drowned there, after they
had hung In the branches of treea for
heurs awalting rescue. A United States
soldler was reported to have baen drowned
In a blg washout at Naco. Machinery
costing 500,000 belonging to the .ucson
Farma company project, " went under
water today,

At Bisbe floods poured through the deep
canyons and i{nundated portions of the
business sectlons. A, thres-foot layer of
cand was déposited upot the maln strosts
by the flood, which receded almost as rap-
ldly as It came.

Nogales, Fort Huanchucd, Florence and
Ray remained jsolated tonjght.
Plheenlx the Salt river valley irrigation
project, with 1ts extensive and costly
canal system, has suffered severely,

A Southern Pacific train on the line be-
tween Tucson and Nogales was marooned
by washouts of trackage on both sides of
It. A rellef traln was sent out late to-
day to rescue the passengers.

Detachments of Natlonal guardsmen
were dispatched tonlght to ald flood suf-
ferers und guard threatened points.

Main line traffic on the Southern Pa-
ciflc was stopped tonight when the RH-
lito river culvert, nine miles west of here,
was washed out.

Fassengers on a stalled train 50 miles
west of here were without food for 24
hours. Then they made thelr wav to
neighboring ranches,

Natlonal Guardsmen tried
fully w0 swim thier horses across three
miles of water at Sahuarita, 19 mlles
south of here, to reach a holse whers
a family was telephoning for help.

EMPEROR TRAVELS
IN ARMORED TRAIN

London, Decpmber "1 —(2:56 a. m.)—Em-
peror Willlam is traveling in an armored
special traln among his troops scattered
ilong the Belglan and French front, de-
livering to them the season's greetings,
according to a Dally Express frontler
correspondent.

“The train'' the correspondent says,
“makes stops at all important points.
Of courseé It |18 not announced where he
will spend” Christmas day, but he will be
close to the front and a Christmas mes-
sage Tro Im will be delivered to each
soldier ough the general staff.

“Christmas will be celebrated in the
German trenches as far as possible,
There will be plentitful feasts, many gifts
from home and many small Christmas
trees ih most of the underground shelters,
camps and hospitals and even on board
the troop trains.'

TODAY’S “AGE-HERALD

1-King. leert tells of war wotivities
‘Country on verge of prosperity.
Terriffc fghting continues,
Peace "centenary today.
2—Oates’ actlon a surprise,
3—8outhern citles growing npidl!.
4—Editorial eomment.
f—Thinks Birmingham hurt br. d
L. and N. plans shops at Boyles,
Not yet decided on committees.
f—Soclety.
7—Business situation in Germany better,
G—Markets.
10—Fighting in France Is not all tragedy,
wﬂtu officer,

PEACE ALONG MEXICAN
BORDER HQW PROBABLE

“Very Satisfactory,” is tho myum m L. mm

fenderoﬂjm—-—'l'ohlktollm R s

;ﬁm. Ariz, December 23.—Peace noa.
< the enliu ‘Mexican border is a possibil-|

ity, as the resuit of conferences today | _

and tonight between General Hugh L.

?nq two Mexican leaders of Sonora.

." was  General _'

Booti. United States chief of staff. and|

o

than an hour. and was hnltl N.tu hull-g
dnmmd United

UnsuCCess-

THE NEW DOCTOR ON THE CASE

Europe Has Placed Over $300,000,000
In Contracts In U. S. Since War Began

As Result of This Buying the United States Is Now At the Threshold of the

“Greatest Period of Prosperity It Has Seen In Many Years,”

Declares

Charles M. Schwab, On Return From Visit to Europe

New York, December 23.—European nations have placed contracts in the United States for more than $300,000,000

worth of supplies since the beginning of the war, accordin

eorparation, who retu from England today on the ignnia.
the United shuemm- at the threshold of ﬂ.n-ﬁ?:;m

Mr. Behwab went to England to cancel
provisional contracts he had made with

Near | the British government for the building

of submarines, He did this, he said to-
day, after having been advised by Secre-
tary Hryan that for an American con-
cern to supply submarines to any of the
belligerent nations would be a violation
of neutrality. The contracts glven up, he
sald, were worth more than $15,000,000, but
he was able to securs othera while
abroad for the sopply of various muni-
tions of war. He declined to say with
what natlon they had been negotiated.

“The next big problem  the United

to Charles M. Schwab, president of the Bethlehem Steel

Mr. Schwab detlared that as a result of this buying

b‘f prosperity it has seen In many years."”
States will have to face” sald Mr. |to confirm or deny the incident, plead-
Schiwab, “will ba development of trans-|ing that he was honor bound not to

portation facilities to handle tremendous
increases In manufacturing and commer-
einl enterprises,

"*The period of prosperity that [ pre-
dicted on my last return from Europe
i#¥ about on us. The contracts placed
with American manufacturing concerns
by Eurcpe call for dellvery within the
year, and [ leck to see a LIg revival of
business in every line.'

Mr, S8chwalb, on hls previous trip, was a
passenger on the steamship Olymplc
when that ship went to the rescue of the
dreadnaught Auvdacinus, He declined then

speak of it

Asked today If the Aundaclaus Jid go
down, his reply was: “It certalnly did."”

Missouri Contracts

Kansas City, Mo., December 23-—10g-
ures announced today by the Commerecial
¢lub show that $5,000,000 worth of horses
and mules have been marketed through
Kansas City to the British government.
One manufacturer alone has supplied to
the smame market half a milllon palrs
of shoes for soldlers. The exports of
62 flour millg in this district have been
217,000 barrels this year, compared with
75,000 barrels last year.

{HOBSON PLEASED

WITH OUTGOME OF
PROHIBITION FIGHT

Urged By Supporters to
Seek Presidency—Will At-
tempt to Make Issue a
National One in 1916

Washington, December 28.—(Special.)
Probably the most chipper survivor of
the prohibition fracas is Representative
Hobson, whose defeat was softened to-
day by .almost a dozen nominations for
the presidency. In person, by wire and
by mail. Some urged him to run on the
democratic ticket, some on the prohibi-
tion and some at the head of a composite
ballot.

Although he felt complimented by the
suggestion, Captain Hobson brushed the
idea aside and.declared he had not been
looking for political preferment through
his fight, but had been working for a
priueiple. Also, he asserted that the pro-
hibition fight had just wstarted and

vould be made s natlonal issue In 1916 |

From the tenor of Hohson's .remarks
on the floor yesterday, a feeling pre-
valls that the temperance element may
endeavor to nominate a sympathetic can-
didate on the democratic ticket. At all
events, "Hobson and his friends say they
are determined to have an administra-
tion in concord with thelr views, al-
though Hobson himself rsmalis a
staunch democrat. "

Flllt Just Begun -

And that the fight has just mrud
is also the view of many veterans in
both political parties, who predict that

‘the fire has just begun to flame, Instead |

of fading toward extinction.
Of all the speeches yesterday, the|
greatest were those of Underwood .and

Hobson, Indeed, they were only
really great speeches of the Un-
‘!ﬂ' was forceful and mv.lmlnt.

was dramatic to the vun,

Iy - distinetly,
each M good wurdl?br the
r Seek Senate

were made t.odq that
: mﬁn thur tight
. seat In the

THE WAR SITUATION

FRANCE

Paris, December 23.—(10:40 p. m.)—The following official communication

was issued tonight:

“The progress made through our attacks between the Meuse and the forest

of the Argonne has been almost entirely maintained.

According to the latest

news our front in this reglon has reached the barbed wire entaglements of the
enemy at the salient angle southwest of the wood of Forgeu (east of Ouisy)
and lined the road leacing to the forest of Boureuilles.

“There is no other notable incident to report.”

GERMANY

Berlin, December 23.—(By Wireless to Sayville.)—Items given out today by

*he official press bureau include:

“8o far as can be determined from available reports the situation has not
aitered materially on either front in the last 24 hours,

“Heavy fighting is proceeding along the Bzura river, where one may assume
the Russian position is extremely strong. The Russian right apparently rests
on the Vistula, affording it protection from flank attacks; in the rear are

Nowo Geoglewsk and the Warsaw fortresses.

The fact that the Germans

crossed the Bzura and Rawka rivers should render their task easier.”

ATLANTA RESERVE
BANK RATES TO BE
FURTHER REDUCED

New Rates Are 5 Pu‘ Cent On All
Maturities to and Including Those
of Thirty Days and 5% For
Over Sixty Days

Atlanta, December 23.—Further re-
ductions in the dincount rates of the
federal reserve bank for the Sixth dis.
trict here were ammounced tenmight by
Governor MeCord.

The new ratelf effective December
28, are § per cent om all maturities to
and incinding thone of 60 days, 5%
per ceni on maturities over 60 dayw
and including those of 80 days, and 6
per cent on all lomger maturities,

The rates mow in effect are § per
cent to and Inciuding M-day matur-
itlen, 5% per cemt to and including
' @0-day maturities, and @ ’u‘ cent omn
all other maturities.

Richmond December 23.—Governot
fe y of the Fifth district federal re-
'merve bank here, announced tonight
that, etfiective December 28, the redis-
count rates of the Rlchmou¢ la:‘.k

voild be the u'me aa ‘the nsw‘ T
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JOHNSON REIMBURSES
FEDERAL PRESIDENT
FOR BONUS RECEIVED

Washington American League Star
Sends Charles Weeghman Draft
For $6000—Obtained Money
from Sale of Steers

Coffeyville, Kan., December 23 —With
money obtained from the sale of a herd
of steers, Walter Johnson, the Washing-
otn American star pltcher, today maliled
a draft reimbursing Charles Weeghman,
president of the Chicago Federals, for
the bonus given Johnson when he signed
a Federal contract. The draft was for
$6000.

“As far as I am concerned the incident,
which has proven an unpleasant one to
me at least, is now closed,” Johnson
gald. “There Is nothlng more I can do,
I shall report to the Washington club
when the spring tralning season opens,
If any eomplications arise they will have
t¢ be fought out between the two leagues
or between the heads of the two clubs,

Washington and Chleago. When I mafled
that draft my responsibllity ended.”

PREACHER SHOT BY
MISSION WORKER

Toronto, Ont., December 21.—~The Rev.
J. McP. Beott ‘of Bt. John's Presbyterian
church was shot and serlously wounded
tonight on Broadview avenue hero hy
Harry Asher, a Montreal misslon worker,
wiio has been in Toronto about a week.

Asher's motlve, according to a state-
mt to the police, was revenge, Scott,

‘had injured his mission
s arrested,

TERRIFICAFTGHIING
CONTINUES ON BOTH

GERMAN FRONTIERS;
CASUALTIES HEAVY;

Anglo-French and Russians
Both Take Offensive, But
Advances are Almost
Imperceptible

GERMANS SUCCESSFUL
IN FORCING RUSSIANS
FROM BEFORE CRACOW

Effort to Pierce the Russian
Front Is Repulsed—Rus-
sia Resumes Offensive In |
Galicia and Claims Minor |
Successes

Rome, December 28.—(4:50 p, m.)
A rumor is in circulation here that
Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria-
Hungary is dying. The report has it
that the Emperor has received the
last ‘sacraments.

London, December 28,—(2:10 p. m,)
The nllles in the wweat, the Germans
in Poland and the Hussinns in Enst
Prussia and Galicia continue offen-
wive operations, but the advances have
been no alight as to be almost imper-
t'rpt'ihlr. In the long run, however, the
ground galned may prove vital and the
various armies are flghting with an in-
tennlty not exceeded since the war he-
gan,

In Poland the center
shifted slightly the
the direct road to Warsaw blocked by
Russian  roinforcements, the Gormans
made an attack from the southw ast and
have reached Skierniewlce some 40 miles
from the Pollah ecapital. They thus far
have failed to plerce the Russian lines,
but have forced Grand Duke Nicholas to
withdraw from before Cracow. In this,
ona of the ghlef alms of thelr offensiva
agninst Russia, the Germans have been
sucoessfiul,

of interest has

to sonuth Finding

In Gallcla, Russlan has resumed the of-
fenslve againgt the Austro-Germnan forces
which have poured in from the west and

across the Carpathians. According to the
lutest Potrult(:stl report, the HRussinns
have inllicted " heayy~ lossos. on thess
forces, while In the north they have
pursued beck Into the hiterlor of East
Prussin, a small German army which
made a feint at Warsaw from the norih-
west,
Seore Some Successes

Although the allles have scored some
successes In the west, they are meeting

with stubborn resistance and military |

men warn the public that very heavy
casualty lsts must be expected before
any serious fmpression can be made on

the German enlréenchments,

Activity seems to have been resumed
also on the Helglan coast, for it Is an-
nounced that the allles have made slight
progress between the sea and the road
from Nisuport to Westende, At other
points slmilar fighting I8 proceeding with

herg success and there reverse or fall-
ure of attack.

Afrmien on both sldes have heen busy
and aeroplancs have been swarming over
Belglum, the fllers reconnoltering move-

monts of the opposing troops and ocon-

slonally dropping bombsg.  Bruges and
Brusscels have been visited by aviators
from the ranks of the allles, while Be-
tune and other towns In northern

France have received attentlon from the
Germans.
e e

PRESIDENT WILL
PLAY SANTA CLAUS

Christmas Tree Delivered at While
House—Day Will Be Gen-
erally Observed

Washington, .~—President
Wilson will play “Santa Claus’ Christ-
mas day for his small grand-niece, Annle
Cothran., A large Christimas tree was de-
lHvered today at the White House, The
President, with his three daughters, Mrs,
F. B Sayre, Mrs, W, G. McAdoo and
Miss Margaret Wilson, and other rela-
tives plan to go to Church Christmas

December 23

meorning. He will attend only to abso-
lutely necessitlous buasiness during the
day.

PAY $1000 TO
DEPORT LEPER

8t. Louls, December 25.—Arastasios Toi-
gos, a Greek leper recently found here,
was taken to New York for deportation
at an cxpense of $1000 to the Unlted States
tmmigration bureau. it became known to-

oelebrating the

day.

A speclal car was engaged at a cosat
of $600 and permission was abtalped from
the board of health of each state between
8t. Louls and New York through which
the rallroad runs. A government I‘[‘\’nnu-‘l
cutter carrled the leper to a steamer.

|of the Dominlon of Canada. The m
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CREAT BRITAIN AND
NITED STATES WILL.

GELEBRATE PEACE

CENTENARY TODAY

‘Original Plans For Series of
Festivities Interrupted on
Account of the Exist-
ing Conflict

TWO NATIONS ISSUE
STATEMENTS URGING
CONTINUOUS PEACE

Widely Prominent Ameri-
can Citizens Sign Com-
munication Emphasizing
Friendship Between Uni-
ted States and England

Aew York, December 23.—~The prople

of the Unlted States and Great Writaln
tomaorrow will ohserve the ome hums
dredih anniversary of the sgning of
the tremty of Ghent hy reminding
themselves thut the day marks a cen-
tary of peace among Fnglish-speaking
nations.

The original plans called for a se-
ries of celebrations in this country and
across the water. It wus to have ba-
Bun in Ghent on Christmas eve with
a banguet tendered by the burgomaster
te B0 representatives of the United
States, 50 Englishmen and 80 Canad-
lans In the hall where the trenty was
signed. This plan ls upset by Lhe taot
that the anclent Belglan clty now s
ocoupied by the Germans, with whom
England is at war

To mark the day the American and
British committess which had been fr-
runging for the peace centenury, 18-
sued communieoations for simultaneous
publication Thuraduy morning In the

newspupers in England and the United
Htatoes,

British Statement

The British statement tXprosses tiae
hope that “the disarmed frontier be-
tween the United States and Canada
may long continue as an examplo o
the world of the safe defense of mutual
respect and trust In the affuirs of nn-
tons,” and peays that “the penca bo-
tween the British-oand Amerlcan deéni-
oeracies, which has so long endured,
may- never bo brokesn.”

E‘Im--ﬂrltluh-uﬁjhfuwr. hay purchsgad,
Sulgrave Manor, the ancestral Lomg
of Goorge Washington In Englund, with
a view to presenting to 'hae A:mr!mn
people but this feuturs o0 the colebrg-
tion alea has been postponed until aft-
er the war,

The American committes,
dtanding the war, purposes
out in part ite original Intention of
pedce contonary and in
Its communication tsgued over the sig-
nature of u number of widely known
oitizens, urges sultable commemi ratlon
of ratification of the treaty by the
Unlied Hintes, which followed I neds
iately upon the arvival of its deaft In
February, 1814, The dates apecified
are KFebruary 14, for exercises In
churchies of all denominations; Fobru-
ary 17 and 18 for formal addressos ac
state capltals, and Pebruary 22 for exs
ereises in the schools.

The Amerfean communication ia

notwith-
to carry

s

P followe:

One hundred years ago today
was slgned at Ghent in

there
Manders the

treaty of peace batween Graat Britala
and the Unlted Biates, which marked
the clowe of what has happldy proved
to be the Inst war betwoeen BEnellsh-

speaking peoples of the
the elty

carth,
of Ghent is at the very
of the terrible conflliet that

Today
cen-

ter rnges
in Burape,

“The American peace centenary cotne
mittee eannot permit this anniversaey
to pass without inviting the thought-
ful attentlon of their fellow citigons
to the contrast presentesd by the cen-
tury long period of neace which Hng-
lish-speaking peoples  have enjoyed

among themselves on the one hand and
tha appadling destruction of 1life, prap-
erty and great monuments of clvill-
zation which the European war in-
volves on the other. It had been our
confldent hope that the example which
the HEnglish-speaking peoples have set
In {heir relations with each other
would be followed by the other great
natione of the earth in their several in-
ternational relations. It had Lsen our
enrpest desire that the spirit of peace-
ful and frriendly co-operation which
each of these peoples manifests toward
the people of the United States would
also marlk thelr dealings with one anp-
other. Unfortunately this was not to
be and we are sorrowfully callod upon
to mark our centenary celsbration in
the midst of the most terrible and de-
structive war that history records

Faith In Justice

“Even at guch a thne, we must avew
once more ‘our emphatle falth in the
aupremucy of justice over force, of law
over might. We rejolce in the peaceful
relutions of 100 years among an English-
speaking peoples, and particularly in the
ugdefended and unfortified line nearly
A0 miles in length, which divides the
territory o the Unlted States from ghat
ual

trust, forbearance and helpfulness which

(Continued on Page Seven)

LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE
TO REOPEN JANUARY 4

Conduct of Business Will Be

Under Strict Regulations Im

posed by Treasury-—Dealings Except for Cash
'~ 'Will Be Prohibited

London, December 25.—(9:10 p. m.)—TIt
was officially announced tonight that the
London stock exchange will reopen Janu-
a'i-y 4. The conduct of business, however,
will be restricted by stringent rcgula-
tions imposed by the treasury In the in-
terest of the nation. The exchange has
been closed since the outbreak of war.
Regulations under which the exchauge
will operate include the following:

except for cash, will be pro-

Dealings,
hibited; the present minimurm price lists

are to be maintained and extended to
all transactions recorded; a broker at the
time of selling securities must show

he possesses or controls them: no

Ings In new lssues will be allowed une
less approved by the treasury; no mem-
ber will be allowsd to bld for or offer
stock openly in the market; no membar
will be permitted to negotiate the
chase or siale of shares dealt in on the
Ameriean market at a4 less price
the English equivajent of the ?lovr
closing price of July 2. Only
born or naturalized members or
will be admitted to the exchange.
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